
WETLANDS OF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE

🡺 RAMSAR

« A guide to the interpretation of wetland’s
landscapes in the ‘Grand Sud’ of New Caledonia :
enhancing the wetland’s landscape sites.

A new approach to the use of geographical
data »

Hélène CHARPENTIER – Study manager
Protected area management service

Territorial Sustainable Development Department  
South province

LAKES OF THE ‘GRAND SUD’
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Mont Saint-
Michel 
France

Camargue
France

Moorea 
lagoon
Polynesia

Lake Titicaca
Peru / Bolivia

Everglades 
national park
USA

Kakadu park
Australia



Improvement of water quality Carbon capture Biodiversity

Flood regulator Water storage

Lanscapes 
Natural, social and cultural heritage 
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NEW CALEDONIAN 

LAKES OF THE ‘GRAND SUD’ 

NATURAL WETLAND 

HERITAGE  

44 000 HA
International 

label
UNESCO & Ramsar

account for 35% of 

land and marine 
territory in the South 

province
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« Le paysage est l’expression observable par les sens

à la surface de la Terre

de la combinaison entre la nature, les techniques et la culture des 

hommes.

Il est essentiellement changeant et ne peut être appréhendé que dans sa 

dynamique,

c’est-à-dire dans le cadre de l’Histoire que lui restitue sa 4ème dimension. »

--

« Landscape is the expression

on the surface of the Earth observable by the senses

from the fusion of nature, human techniques and culture. 

It is essentially shifting and can only be apprehended in its dynamic forms, 

in other words, within the framework of History which restores its 4th

dimension. »

Jean-Robert Pitte, French geographer
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Strolling along the 
waters
A journey to the origins of life, 
to discover the wetlands of the 
‘Grand Sud’



Method to reading and interpreting 

landscapes❶
Observation

❷
Description

❸
Perception

❹
Explanation
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Explanatory 
diagram

Descriptive 
text 

Guide extract

2nd part : 

Reading landscapes

GEOLOGICAL 

EXPLANATION

Insert
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Insert : 
interests and 

threats

Descriptive 
text 

Picture

Wetland’s 
typology

Guide extract

2nd part : 

Reading landscapes

TYPOLOGY



Pictures

Descriptive texts 

Specie’s location

Insert : 
important facts
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Guide extract

2nd part : 

Reading landscapes

FLORA AND FAUNA 

FOCUS
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Area’s name

Location

Map’s key

Main sites

Illustration 
showing the terrain 

and hydrography

Guide extract

3rd part : Sites

AREA
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Picture

Site’s name

Descriptive text 

Location

Historical, cultural, 
usage insert

Guide extract

3rd part : 

Sites

DESCRIPTION
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